
                        GROWTH GROUP                                                                                         
DISCUSSION NOTES 

WEEK 7 
 
 

A chink in the armour 
 
Having a chink in our armour can be something we overlook.  Whether that is in our 
physical armour (we don’t attend to that skin blemish that is growing), or our 
psychological armour (we feel burnt out but plow on regardless), or our spiritual 
armour (we have a sin or weakness we coddle or hide).  In 1 Samuel 13, Saul has a 
weakness, his impatience and lack of trust in God’s timing, and it costs him 
everything.  
 
In our GGs we’re going to ask ourselves what things in our lives we might overlook 
that the devil could use as an opportunity to bring us down. 
 
1. Saul knew God’s words and commands, but still failed to obey what Samuel had 

instructed him (1 Samuel 13:8-10).  What do you think drove him to do that?  How 
might we overlook God’s words to do what we want to do?  What might be the 
drivers in us that push us to do that?  
 

2. Have a look at how Saul responds to Samuel when Samuel rebukes him for 
disobeying God (1 Samuel 13:11-13).  Compare it to how Adam responds to God in 
the Garden after disobeying God (Genesis 3:8-13).  What is common to both 
responses?  In what ways do we excuse breaking God’s commands? 

	
3. Samuel tells Saul that God is looking for someone to be king of Israel who is “after 

his own heart”.  What do you think that means?  How do we, in the midst of our 
failings, ensure that our heart is aligned with God’s heart? 

 
4. Have a read together of Psalm 51:1-12.  What difference is there between King 

David’s response to God when he sins and Saul’s response when he has sinned?  
How does repentance give us hope going into the future? 

	
5. How might we encourage each other about the little chinks in our armour? What 

place is there in the church, or your growth group, to help others continue with 
Christ and put sin aside?  Have a read of Hebrews 3:12-14.  What does “exhort 
one another” look like in our setting at NCC? Sin is described in Hebrews 3 as 
“deceitful”.  What do you think that means? 

	
6. Jesus is the king without a chink in his armour.  No one could accuse him of sin, at 

least not accuse him and find any. What comfort is it to you to know that Jesus 
fought the battle for us against sin, and calls us to live in the reality of his victory 
over sin?   

	
7. Praise God together - in the lead up to Easter - for a king who refused to do his 

own will, who always trusted God’s commands, and who won the decisive victory 
for us. 


