
Growth Group  

Discussion Notes 

Week 4 

 
 
 

 
Perhaps you have seen a Maneki-Neko in a shop window.  It’s a good luck 
charm, a way to bring success.  As Christians we look at that and know that it 
doesn’t work, but it can be easy to diminish God’s role in our lives to 
something similar. And we see this in 1 Samuel 4-7.   
 
The following application questions will help us as we encourage each other 
to view God as our Holy God who cannot be treated like a charm. 
 
 
1. What ways might we diminish God in our own lives?  Could there be ways 

in which we treat him like the beckoning cat Maneki-Neko? 
 

2. Have a look at how the Philistines respond to the ark of the covenant 
coming into the camp of Israel (1 Samuel 4:5-9). Is it possible that they 
had a better understanding of how great God was than God’s people did?  
Why is it important that Christians live before a watching world in such a 
way that God looks great and holy and mighty?  What are some ways the 
church has failed to do that? What example does this give to the world?  

 

3. Hophni and Phinehas – the sons of Eli – die on the same day, as the man 
of God had predicted in 1 Samuel 2:34.  God’s judgement starts at his own 
house.  He will clean that up first.  Now read 1 Peter 4:15-19 together. 
What does it seem to be saying about how God wants his people to live in 
the face of a world that rejects God?  What might God’s “judgement” mean 
today for those of us who are Christians, given we know that Jesus took 
the punishment of our sin on himself? 

 

4. When we read that the god of the Philistines Dagon, fell in front of the ark 
of God (1 Samuel 5:1-5), what do you think God is saying to the 
Philistines? How has God shown himself powerful in our world today?  And 
for yourselves, how has God shown himself powerful to defeat the other 
gods in your lives?  What things would wish to rule over us that Jesus has 
defeated at the cross? 

 

5. Have a read of Ephesians 4:7-16.  The gifts that Jesus gives us for the 
church have specific goals, and they’re less to do with our personal 
success and more to do with God’s purpose for his people.  What does the 



passage say God wants his church to be like with the gifts he has given it? 
Do you think that reflects our lives at North Coast Church?  

 

6. At the end of the story (1 Samuel 7:1-4) Samuel calls on God’s people to 
repent and put their trust in God alone.  In our setting it’s very easy to put 
our trust in other things rather than God. And it’s easy to not see these 
things as “gods”.  Where in our lives do you think we are most susceptible 
to the “foreign gods of Perth”?   

 

7. Pray together for God to enable you not to treat him like a charm, but to 
worship him in reverence and awe (Hebrews 12:28-29) 

 
 

ESSENTIALS 
Last chance to register! 
The Essentials course is a close examination of the Bible, giving people 
clarity and assurance of the truthfulness of essential Christian beliefs and 
how they drive what we do here at North Coast Church.  
Register NOW for this 4 week course starting on Wednesday 10 March 
from 7pm to 8:30pm. 
 
 
SHE EVENT 

As you may be aware, we are having our first Women’s Event for the year. 

“She” is being held on Tuesday the 23rd of March 6.45pm. We are blessed to 
have Guest speaker Clare Deeves who currently teaches Church History and 
lectures in the Certificate of Ministry at Trinity Theological College. 

Clare will open the bible and speak on Prayer. If Tuesday Evenings are your 
Growth Group, it would be great if you could encourage the Women in your 
group to come along and fellowship with other Women for this special Event.  

We understand they will miss a night of study with you, which we can work 
around and make up for. Thank you for understanding and being such a 
support to the Women in your groups. 

REGISTER NOW - $15 per person 

Lots of Love The She Event Team 

 

https://northcoastchurch.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4135041d546a76b5af4889502&id=4b759f7ddb&e=102ed2e0df
https://northcoastchurch.org.au/women/she/

