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God’s leaders in 1 Samuel 2 were not leading God’s people well.  We are told that the situation is 
so dire, that God is going to put the priests to death and he is going to raise up faithful leaders and 
priest for his people. 
 
The worst sin that Hophni and Phinehas commit is that they treat the Lords’ sacrifices with 
“contempt” (1 Samuel 2:17).  Why does it matter that the priests offer the sacrifices in the way that 
God commands them to?  What does it say to us today about how we approach God? Why does it 
matter for us today that we approach God the way he has commanded? 
 
Martin Luther said that the most important of the Ten Commandments was the first one, because 
we break all of the others when we first break that one.  Do you think that is true? What other 
“gods” might we have before God in our day? 
 
The story in 1 Samuel 2-3 tells us (often) that Samuel was “a boy” or a “young lad”.  Why do you 
think the writer goes to great lengths to describe him that way?  In light of Hannah’s prayer in 2:1-
11, what does it say about the way that God might work in the world, and what does it say about 
what he values?  Do we value what he values? 
 
The Gospels describe Jesus in such a way that it’s clear that he is not impressive looking,  comes 
from a humble background and is not part of the religious elite of Jerusalem. Yet when he spoke, 
people listened (Matthew 7:28-29). Are we in danger of thinking that God more often uses 
impressive, platform preachers and celebrities to bring His Word to people, than He uses the 
humble and insignificant. 
 
This whole passage is about judgement.  It is about God not being mocked and not allowing his 
holiness to be trampled upon.  God says to Samuel in 1 Samuel 3:11, that when people hear the 
message of judgement their ears will “tingle”, meaning it will shock them.  Are people still shocked 
by the idea of God’s judgement today? What is offensive about it?  Why might we need a God who 
judges? 
 
Throughout the story we see that God is going to bring about his purposes, and that evil will not 
prevail.  Most importantly we see that God will raise up a faithful priest (1 Samuel 2: 35) to 
intercede on behalf of his people. That does indeed happen in the Old Testament, when Solomon 
cuts Eli’s descendants off and hands the priesthood to Zadok (1Kings 2:35). Have a read of 
Hebrews 1:1-4. In what way does Jesus fulfil that promise of a faithful priest more completely that 
even Zadok did?  How much of a comfort is it to have Jesus as our “firewall”, mediating on our 
behalf before God? 
 


