
 
 
 
 

JOHN 1:19-51 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
People in your group have probably been introduced to Jesus in a variety of ways.  Ask around 
the group and listen to the stories of how people first heard about Jesus and what it was like 
to make the decision to follow him  
 
 
BIBLE  
 
Read through John 1:19-51 
 
We see in this passage two groups of people responding to God’s message: 

1. The religious leaders in Jerusalem (19-28) 
2. The first disciples (35-51) 

 
How would you describe the stance of each group? 
Why do you think the first group might be  suspicious to John the Baptist’s message? 
 

 
3. The word “look” (sometimes translated “behold”)  or “come and see” is used 

frequently. Go through the text and write down the incidents, where those terms or 
terms like it, are used.  What is going on during those occasions. 
 



4. Write a list of all of the descriptions used of Jesus in this passage.  What do you think 
they mean and what do you think they are referencing?  Which of the descriptions do 
you not fully understand?   
 
How might you find out what they mean? For example “Son of God” is a title used in 
the OT, but it is not a reference to deity, but rather “kingship”. Read Ps2 and see how 
it might help you understand. 
 
Also note what John the Baptist says in vv32-34.  Why does John say that he saw the 
Spirit descend and remain on Jesus?  Who were the people in the Old Testament that   
the Spirit of God rested upon? What was their task?  See 1 Samuel 10:1-8 
 

5. In v51 Jesus references the OT story of Jacob dreaming of a ladder reaching to heaven 
and angels descending and ascending.  What do you think it means for angels to 
ascend and descend on the Son of Man?  What does this say about Jesus? 
 

Observation 
People come to Jesus with different expectations and agendas. It is clear from this text that 
Jesus will be a divisive figure in his day.  He will repel some people and attract others.   
 
What about following Jesus attracts people today (what about him attracts you), and what 
might repel people when it comes to following Jesus. How can we ensure that we are 
faithful to following him, even if others are repelled about our faith? 
 
PRAY 
 
Pray that those who have a hostile stance towards Jesus would move from interrogators to 
inquirers about him.  Pray for family members who may not know Jesus, and who can only be 
transformed by a work of God’s Spirit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


