
 

 

 
 

Being the Bad Guys 
 

1 Corinthians 1 
 
 
The action in the novel The City and the City is set between two cities, Bezel and Ul Qoma. They 
are very different cities. One city, Bezel, is old and run down, more like an Eastern European city 
before Communism fell, while the other, Ul Qoma. is bright and modern, like a Singapore or a Hong 
Kong  But here’s the kicker: Both cities occupy the same geographical location.  Citizens of each city 
live within a few metres of each other, buildings from either city sit side by side. Even the streets 
have sections that are part of one city and part of the other.  Yet they speak different languages, 
have different understandings of the world, and have an uneasy coexistence.  
 
That’s a bit like belonging to God’s city - being the people of God - in this age.  We belong to one 
city and God’s new age, but at the same time coexist with another city, an earthly one.  The earthly 
one is not our home, but it is where we live.  Sometimes even this earthly city’s language seems 
foreign to us, as ours must be to them. 
 
That’s the tension we face living for Jesus in a world that says we shouldn’t.  But it can be done. We 
can live in this space - this city on earth called Perth - during this time, while belonging to another 
city and another age.  And that’s no different to Christians everywhere, as the first letter of Paul to 
the Corinthians shows us. 
 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Paul writes to Christians in Corinth, which was a city that probably made Perth look very staid and 
conservative.  He calls the Corinthian Christians “sanctified in Jesus” and “called to be saints”.  With 
those two short descriptors he reminds them of their identity and their purpose.  A city like Corinth 
clearly had other identity markers and purposes for its citizens, none of which would have aligned 
with God’s purposes. Have a think about our city of Perth. What identity markers and what purposes 
does it have for us?  How might God’s identity of us and his purpose for us as citizens of HIS city, 
challenge what Perth is offering? 
 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 
If you lived in a city like Corinth, then talking up your credentials - especially in the areas of philosophy 
and wisdom - would have gotten you far.  The city and its culture valued great oratory and learning.  
If you didn’t have that, you didn’t have much.  
 
Yet Paul is at great pains to remind the Corinthian Christians that not many of their crowd could 
boast about being such people.  It seemed like everything they were, Corinth would despise or 
ignore.  What challenge does it bring to us to know that what God values is very different to what the 
rest of the world values? How might we fall into the same trap as the Corinthian Christians, and 
values things that God’s city does not.  It’s worth having a look at James 2:1-7 as well.  
 



 

 

3. Part of the tension of being ‘The Bad Guys” - is being viewed with suspicion for holding onto a 
biblical ethic of sexuality.  Further in the book of 1 Corinthians we see that sexual sin had taken hold 
as well (chapter 5). It seemed that they were calling “good” something that was in God’s eyes “bad”.  
The city itself was full of sexual immorality that it called good.  Think about our current situation in a 
place like Perth.  How are we enticed to call what the Bible calls “bad” good and vice versa?   
 
Think about situations in work or study or family in which you have had to hold to a biblical gospel 
understanding of what God wants us to celebrate, and what others say we should celebrate?  What 
tension does this cause for you?  How do you navigate those situations? 
 
 
 
 
4. Read 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
The Bible talks about two ages, this old age that is passing away, and a new age to come.  Paul 
says that believers are firmly planted in the age to come.  Yet they still live in this age which will 
someday end.  That’s a place of tension right there.  And there are many voices that would tell us 
that Christianity has had its day, and that it is old.  However the opposite is the case, according to 
Paul. The cross of Jesus did away with the philosophy and wisdom of this age, and ushered in a 
new age.  What confidence does this give us, especially as we face all sorts of arguments from those 
who say that Christians need to get on the right side of history when it comes to matters around 
sexuality?  How do we ensure that we disciple ourselves and our younger generations to reject the 
wisdom of this age?  In what ways do we allow that wisdom to shape our lives? 
 
 
5. Read Hebrews 11:16 We are waiting for a city to come. The book of Hebrews reminds us that 
the true city to which we belong has been built by God, not by some great architect or civilisation 
here on earth.  And we are waiting for that city. We wait by faith.  In the meantime it is clear that we 
can suffer shame in this city below. Look at the language used to describe us in this passage: 
“strangers and exiles/sojourners”. What does it look like to wait for that city?  What signs might there 
be in our lives that we have given up waiting?  How can we encourage each other to continue to 
wait? 
 
 
6. It is not easy being cast as the bad guys in our culture.  Sometimes we want to “fight”.  Other 
times we want to take “flight”.  Still at other times we simply want to “assimilate” and be like everyone 
else.  What is your personal tendency?  Are you a flight or fight person? Are you tempted to 
assimilate and just go with the flow?  How can we pray for each other that we would live joyous, 
godly and distinct lives as citizens of another city altogether, even while we still live here? 
 
 


