
 

 

 
 

IDENTITY AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
Haggai Ch 1 (and some of Ch 2) 

 
 
In our series Being the Bad Guys, the introductory session painted a landscape in which God’s 
people are no longer seen as part of the solution in our culture, but part of the problem.  The strategy 
for the Christian faith is no longer to seek to be relevant to a culture that is disinterested in it, but to 
strive to be resilient towards a culture that is hostile towards it. 
 
Our second sermon in the series is on the short OT prophetic book of Haggai (just two chapters!). 
In Haggai’s time, God’s people had returned from exile in Babylon to find that they lived in a very 
different landscape to the one they had left.  Other nations living around them were hostile to them. 
The pagan king of the empire to which they now belonged was suspicious of the previous efforts 
to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem, as the accusation was made that it was a site of rebellion 
towards the empire, as much as it was a place of worship. 
 
And God’s people were struggling to forge their true identity as His people in that hostile 
environment.  And the proof?  Work on rebuilding the temple had halted for two decades.  Yet 
God’s people were keeping busy, forging their own personal identities in the absence of their 
identity as His people.  And Haggai’s word to them from God is that they should honour God and 
focus on Him by rebuilding the temple despite the opposition, and that He would be with them in 
the midst of it all.  Times may have changed, their situation may have changed, but God remains 
constant.  
 
 
Questions based on the text of Haggai. 
 
 
1. Read Haggai 1:1-2.  God’s people have come up with an excuse with they are turning into a 

reason.  They are not rebuilding God’s house, even though they had returned from Babylon 
some decades earlier to do exactly that.  Now they are justifying their inaction. Much of this has 
to do with fear of identifying too strongly as God’s people. They worry that if the pagan Persian 
empire saw them rebuilding they would get into further trouble.  Discuss what situations you 
may have been in in which it is confronting or even dangerous to strongly identify as 
God’s person - as a Christian. 

 
2. Read Haggai 1:3-4. Nature abhors a vacuum. God is very pointed with His people.  They are 

still involved in a house building project, but it is their own houses (and panelled houses at that). 
God’s house is in ruins.  This is clearly a metaphor for their relationship with God. They are busy 
forging their own lives and their own comforts in the midst of difficult times, and they have 



 

 

justified not identifying more strongly with God.  Discuss what ways we can do this same 
thing.  What about life in Perth makes it easier to get on with our own comforts and 
forging our own identities in the same way that everyone else around us is? What are the 
equivalents of our “panelled houses” today? 

 
3. Read Haggai 1:5-11. Several times in this book God calls on Israel’s people to “consider your 

ways” (v5, v7, 2:15). DO you get the impression that God wants them to stop and think about 
what is going on?  God explains to Israel that He is visiting the curses for covenant breaking 
upon them for their refusal to honour Him and rebuild the temple. We see these curses in 
Deuteronomy 28:15ff.  In other words God is judging his people for their disobedience in exactly 
the ways He had prescribed in The Law.  This is both a challenge (life is already hard enough 
and now this?), but also a comfort (God is still the same God even though everything else has 
changed).  What comfort do you think it is to know that God has not changed even in the 
midst of all of the changes in our culture that feel so confronting to Christians? How might 
God discipline us as His people today in order to bring us back to maturity and obedience 
and identify with Him and His purposes? (Have a look at Hebrews: 12:3-11). 

 
4. Read Haggai 1:12-18. No work occurred on the temple for two decades, yet within a matter of 

weeks after Haggai’s prophetic words, it began again.  Notice that their external situation had 
not changed.  The empire was still in control.  The suspicious neighbouring nations still lived 
around them. They edict to stop rebuilding the temple was still in place (Ezra 4:17-24). But 
something had changed - God’s Spirit had gone to work in their lives to enable them to do, and 
to want to do, what they were both incapable of doing, and didn’t want to do, previously. God 
didn’t get them to pull themselves up by their bootstraps, He changed them! Can you see how 
this is what the gospel does.  This is, in fact, the gospel in the Old Testament - God’s Spirit 
changing people to honour and obey Him. Discuss together how the gospel transforms our 
lives in order to change what we want, and to empower us to do what is right and God 
honouring. Why is it not possible to change ourselves in our own strength? How might 
God’s Spirit be enabling us to identify with Him even though it’s easier to keep our heads 
down? 

 
5. Discuss why you think it is both hard to strongly identify with God and His people today 

in our cultural context.  Ask yourselves what other “identity-forming” activities we are 
involved with that could shape our identity more than Jesus does. 

 
6. Read Haggai 2:3-5) God tells his people to be strong and not to fear.  Not because they are 

strong in themselves, nor because there is nothing at all to be afraid of, but because of this one 
fact: His Spirit is with them!  Even if the temple they rebuild doesn’t look half as good as the old 
one did, this is God’s plan, and he will bring it to fruition. Finish off by reading Matthew 12:1-8. 
Discuss: We don’t honour God by building Him a house, but by being built into his house 
- of which Jesus is the head.  Jesus says he is greater than the temple. What might it 
mean to honour God by aligning with Jesus more publicly in your life? 

 
 


