
 

 
 

Isaiah 9:1-7 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Come up in your groups with a list of songs that are about peace. You might have to Google 
it!  Both Christian songs and those that are not. 
 
What are the key themes that arise in these songs?  What are the differences between the 
Christian songs and the non-Christian songs? 
 
What is it about Christmas/Advent that makes people yearn for peace so much?  Why do you 
think world leaders at Christmas speak about peace? 
 
BIBLE  
 
Read through Isaiah 9:1-8 
 
The immediate context of this passage is the Assyrian Empire which has eyes for conquering 
Jerusalem. But as the sermon pointed out, there are other conflict situations in Jerusalem at 
the time. 
 
Now have a read of Isaiah 1.  It’s not a short chapter, but it’s worth reading through all of it 
to see the context that God is making his promises in.   
What is the state of the city of Jerusalem in this first chapter?  What is God’s charge against 
Israel?  What is his threat to them?  What is his promise to them?  It’s in this context that 
Isaiah 9 is proclaimed.  A promise of hope and peace in the midst of a time of despair and war. 
 



 
 

1. In Isaiah 9 God makes promises to Jerusalem and the nation, even when things are 
going terribly (c.f.  8:22). In fact one verse later in 9:1, the idea of gloom and anguish 
is dispelled. Why do you think it is that God’s message moves from threat to promise 
so quickly? 
 

2. Compare Isaiah 9:1-2 – with the start of Jesus’ ministry in Matthew 4:12-17.  What 
does this tell us about how the light is going to come into the darkness?  What is Jesus’ 
primary message?  How does it differ/remain the same as the message of Isaiah? 
 

3.  Look at Isaiah9:6.  Why do you think God promises a child to rescue his people rather 
than a warrior or a grown man? 

 
4. Go through the list of titles in 9:6. Ask the question, “What would those who first heard 

these descriptors have imagined this child would be?”   
 

5. It tells us in v7 that of “the increase of his government there will be no end”.  What do 
you think that means?  Compare it to Luke 13:19, and Jesus’ words about the Kingdom 
of God.  When we put these two together, what does the promise of God look like? 
 

6. What issues of conflict in your lives or the lives of people you know, would be helped 
by committing the cause to the Prince of Peace.  What seem like intractable issues that 
you think cannot be resolved, but that you pray God might resolve with peace? 

 
PRAY 
 
Pray for peace in the various places that it is needed. What issues internationally – especially 
for the church around the world – can we pray for peace for?  What issues within our nation? 
What issues within our church?  Who that we know does not have peace with God that needs 
it? 

 
 
 


