
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

2. The Church at Smyrna – be faithful to death! 

Read Revelation 2:8-11 

 
The Christ is described 

1. Read verse 8. Compare what Jesus says about Himself with what God says in Isaiah 
44:6. What is Jesus saying about Himself? How can God die? Why did God die? 
Discuss how this description of Jesus gives comfort to those who are being 
persecuted for trusting Him? 
 
The Church is commended 

2. Read verse 9-10. What is the church at Smyrna commended for? Discuss why we 
keep thinking that health, wealth and prosperity means that we are rich when in 
fact God says those things don’t make us rich? What does make us rich? God says 
don’t be afraid of suffering, discuss what makes you afraid of suffering. In John 
17:15 Jesus prays that God will not take Christians out of the world but keep them 
safe from the evil one. So, what is safety if Christians still suffer? 
 
The Church is condemned 

3. Here are some words from an old hymn: “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall 
lie, my grace all sufficient shall be thy supply. The fire shall not hurt thee I only 
design, thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.”  How applicable are these 
words to the church at Smyrna and what can we learn about suffering in our own 
lives? 
 
The Concluding promise 

4. Read verse 10-11. What is promised to the ‘one who conquers’? Who is the one who 
conquers? Hint: see 1 John 5:5. 
 

5. Discuss how we are doing at NCC in the light of what Jesus says to the church at 
Smyrna. Where can we improve and obey Jesus more? What are some of the ways 
you can support the persecuted church? 
 
 
 



 

Leaders Notes 
1. The book of Revelation is one of the clearest books about the divinity of Jesus and here is one of 

the clearest verses in that book. Only those who stubbornly refuse to believe that Jesus is God 

won’t see the blindingly obvious: Jesus Christ is Jehovah God of the Old Testament. The only 

way God can die is if He becomes a man. And this is what the Second Person of the Triune God 

did. The Son took on flesh and became a man. He died to take the punishment we deserve and 

rescue us – not from death, but from the second death. That is, from Hell. The great comfort is 

that even if we face the hatred and judgement of people on earth, we will never face God’s 

judgement. And there is also great comfort in the fact that those who suffer for being a 

Christian are not treading a lonely path. Jesus Christ has gone on ahead of them. He truly 

sympathises and goes ahead of them. It is also comforting that after He suffered He rose again 

never to suffer and this too will be the lot of everyone who is truly a Christian. 

2. The main idea behind this question is trying to get Christians to judge things the way God does. 

We must only consider rich what God calls rich. We are so easily impressed by this world’s 

riches and indeed, some churches try and enlist God to help Christians pursue these things. But 

actually, says God, those things are not riches. True riches are faithful allegiance to Jesus Christ 

in spite of suffering and hardships. Because of Jesus prayer in John 17 God protects all 

Christians everywhere always. God keeps us safe always. But safety is not the absence of 

suffering because all Christians still die. Safety means that through suffering God keeps us 

clinging to Jesus and we die and receive the crown of life. That is true safety. We must take the 

utmost care to avoid all theologies that seek to minimise Christian suffering or teach that we 

can avoid it. For example, in the last 70 years or so it became quite popular (especially in 

America) to believe that Christians will be ‘raptured’ before the great tribulation and so while 

the earth suffers horrifically Christians for 7 years will look on like spectators and escape all this 

suffering themselves. This is not just weird, it misunderstands the book of Revelation (and 

contradicts what John says in 1:9) and goes against all the teaching of the New Testament. The 

rest of the Bible teaches that God doesn’t let believers escape the world and suffering but 

promises to keep us safe during suffering – i.e that we remain faithful even to death. That is 

what true safety is. 

3. There is no condemnation for the church in Smyrna. Suffering has done its work and purified 

the believers in Smyrna. 

4. Jesus promises eternal life to those who are faithful to Him even through suffering. It is so 

encouraging to think that suffering lasts 10 days but the crown of life lasts forever and ever. The 

one who conquers is simply the person who clings to Jesus. This makes sense. We can never 

conquer by ourselves and so we only conquer as we cling to our conqueror. If suffering makes 

us give up on Jesus, we are destined to lose forever. We win because He wins and so we must 

never let Him go! 

5. Up to the Growth Group. 


