
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

8. When man justifies himself and condemns God 

Read various passages below… 

Job is not suffering because he sinned. However, now that he is suffering Job has sinned in 
some of the things he has said. It’s one thing to say ‘I don’t deserve’ this but it is quite 
another thing to say ‘God is wrong to do this’. In the following questions we are going to 
look at three times where Job has ‘crossed a line’ and said that God is wrong. We will also 
think about Elihu’s three answers.  

 
1.  What has Job accused God of in Job 19:7 and 30:20?  

a. What is Elihu’s answer in Job 33:12-14?  
b. What are some of the ways God speaks to us?  
c. What is the greatest and way God has spoken to us? (Hint: see Hebrews 

1:1-2) 
 

2. Why does God bother to speak to us? (Job 33:26-28) 
 

3. What has Job accused God of in Job 21:7-16, 34:5-6 and especially 34:9?  
a. What is Elihu’s answer in Job 34:10-15?  
b. What is Elihu’s answer in Job 35:2-8? 
c. What is Elihu’s answer in Job 36:2-3, 36:22-23, 36:26 and 37:14-23? 

 
4. In our suffering we tend to become bigger and God tends to become smaller and our 

pain lets us think we can question God. Sometimes in our suffering we go too far and 
we condemn God in order to justify ourselves and prove that what is happening to us 
is God’s wrongdoing. If man condemns God in order to justify himself, considering 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, how would you explain to someone how absolutely 
beautiful and better than us is our adorable God?  

 

 

 

 



Leaders Notes 
NOTE: Dear GG leaders, please note that this is our final GG study in the book of Job. Our aim 

every term is to preach 8 sermons on a series and write 8 GG studies. We then ask that all the 

GG’s take a well-deserved break. This term we will still preach two more sermons on Job but the 

GG studies end on this 8th study. Have a blessed break, and thanks for your excellent work! 

1. There is obviously more that Elihu says, so we are just going to look at three main things. Job 

has said that God doesn’t answer prayer. Elihu says that this is not true. God speaks in many 

ways (33:14). The real problem, as that verse says, is that man is not listening. God speaks to us 

through our consciences (33:15-18), God speaks to us through suffering (19-22) and, as Elihu is 

demonstrating, God speaks through His appointed spokesman (33:31-33). But of course, from 

Job 38 God Himself will speak directly. In this sense, Elihu is like the prophet who prepares the 

way of the Lord. And John the Baptist does the same thing for Jesus – God in the flesh. Jesus is 

the greatest, clearest way God speaks to us. 

2. God speaks to us NOT because He wants to condemn us, but because He would much rather we 

turn and repent and not be condemned.  

3. Job has said that the wicked don’t get punished, the innocent suffer and God doesn’t help and 

that there is no point in serving God. In essence, Job has condemned God as being unjust. 

Notice Job did not say these things about God before he suffered. It is in his suffering that Job, 

knowing that he is innocent, has decided to condemn God. Elihu’s response is simple and 

profound. God is God. Therefore whatever God does is by definition just. There are no higher 

standards above God. God is above all standards. God is the standard. In Job 35:2-8 Elihu shows 

that God owes nothing to anyone. If we are wicked – so what? It actually doesn’t affect God. If 

we are righteous, God doesn’t gain by it. God is ‘untouchable’. He doesn’t owe anyone 

anything. Finally, Elihu shows that God is incomprehensibly glorious and beyond all our 

understanding. We can never grasp God. We forget our place. Our suffering makes us too big in 

our own eyes. This is what God is going to say in the following chapters in Job. We must just 

keep remembering how big God is and, very importantly, how small we are. 

4. Up to the Growth Group. In this question I’m trying to get the group to practice explaining the 

gospel and encouraging each other with the gospel. The essence of the gospel is that 

astonishingly, in the face of our petulant provocation, God ends up condemning Himself (His 

own beloved Son) in order to justify wicked sinners like us! How much better than us is our God. 

How amazing is our God! 


