
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

6. When the innocent suffer for the wicked 

Read Job 19 

 
1. “The innocent do not suffer. The wicked will go to Hell.” Looking at Job 18:6, 18-21 

how does this summarise Bildad’s theology? So what is Bildad saying about Job? 
 

2.  Discuss how Job’s experience refutes this simplistic view of the world. What other 
problem is there with Bildad’s view of things? Hint: see Job 15:14-16 
 

3. What are the two main features of Hell if we consider what Job says 19:7-12 and 
13-19? 
 

4. We have seen that the wicked suffer Hell and that we are all wicked. What do you 
think is the one solution that will prevent us from suffering Hell forever? How does 
Job’s language in verse 25 point to this? 
 

5. Looking closely at verse 25-26, what is the only thing Job has left on earth? Or, 
what is Job’s only hope? Or, what keeps Job going through exquisite suffering? 
 

6. So, drawing on Job’s experience, what hope does the Christian have in the face of 
suffering? Hint: see Romans 8:18-25. How different is this ‘hope’ than the 
superficial hope that is often bandied about in Christianity? 
 

7. What is the warning to us in 19:28-29? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Leaders Notes 
1. Job’s “friends” like most of us, can’t handle the idea of innocent suffering. Because Job is 

suffering so badly his friends conclude that he must be wicked. 

2. This is one of the major points of the whole book of Job. The innocent do suffer. Job is 

blameless and he is going through Hell. This refutes the simplistic theology of religion in general 

and Job’s friends in particular. The other major problem is, who is actually innocent? No one is 

innocent. Its all very well to say the wicked go to Hell and the innocent don’t suffer, but, all that 

that means is that we will all go to Hell because no one is innocent in God’s eyes. 

3. Job is going through Hell. The two things that particularly ‘kill’ him are that 1. God is against Him 

and 2. He is completely isolated. These two things are characteristic of Hell. Of course someone 

could argue that Job isn’t actually in Hell and that would be true. However, what Job is 

experiencing certainly points us to Hell. All suffering is a small taste of Hell just like all blessing 

and joy is a taster of Heaven. Heaven and Hell are the ultimate epitome of what we experience 

on earth. 

4. Reasonably, the only solution is that someone takes our place and experiences Hell for us. In 

other words, the innocent must suffer for and on behalf of the wicked. This is the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. One of the greatest joys on earth is the fact that there was One, only One, who was 

truly and perfectly innocent. Thank God! And this Innocent One suffered Hell on our behalf so 

that we, the wicked, don’t have to. In Job 19:25 Job says MY Redeemer. To ‘redeem’ means to 

buy something back. A redeemer is someone who pays a price in order to rescue someone from 

something horrible. This is what Jesus did on the cross for us. He paid the price of His life so that 

we can be rescued from our deserved future: Hell. 

5. It is so encouraging that through the midst of his suffering Job’s entire orientation, his hope, his 

comfort, his everything is tied to his redeemer! And, he has a solid hope – look at the language: 

I know – a solid hope that his redeemer is alive and that in the future he will be vindicated by 

his redeemer. What is this other than the gospel of Jesus Christ? 

6. Its all there in Romans 8:18-25 – how our hope as Christians is tied to the future and our 

redemption. Just like Job. And not just our redemption but the redemption of the whole 

physical world. We are not saved from physical suffering now. We will be saved from all physical 

suffering when the whole of creation is redeemed. This is the true Christian hope in suffering. 

Not the nonsense ‘hope’ that we will be physically healed here and now. Of course we may be, 

God can and sometimes does heal physically now, but that is not where our hope is. Our hope is 

in our ultimate physical redemption. And so, as it says in Romans 8, we wait patiently for it. 

7. The warning is – in Job’s context – that his friends must not despise the innocent sufferer 

meaning Job himself otherwise they will be judged for it. But for us, the warning is even more 

stark and severe: don’t despise the Ultimate Innocent Sufferer! Think of the judgement we will 

face if we reject the One who suffered for us. 


