
 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 

4. Bildad: God is predictable and fair. Job: God is impossible to nail down 

Read Job 8-9 

 
1. Look at 8:3-4. Bildad says that God is fair (which by implication means that Job 

deserves his suffering and Job’s children got what they deserved!) Can you think of 
any problems with this kind of thinking? What would you say to Bildad? 

 
2.  How would you summarise Bildad’s argument in 8:5-7? 

 
3. Taking into account Bildad’s answer to Job’s suffering, how would you describe 

what Bildad thinks about God? 
 

4. According to Job in 9:2, what is the central problem with thinking that God gives us 
what we deserve? 
 

5. “If God sent every single human being who ever lived to Hell, He would be fair and 
just and no one could argue with Him.” Discuss what you think of this statement in 
the light of what Job says in 9:2-4? So why doesn’t He? 

 
6. Read 9:22-24. Does God ever seem arbitrary or capricious to you? What makes you 

think so? What should stop us from thinking like this? 
 

7. Looking over chapter 9 as a whole, and verse 32-35 in particular, what would you 
say Job’s number one desire is – even while he experiences such agony? 
 

8. Why does Job long for an Arbiter? What ‘qualifications’ do you think such an 
Arbiter needs in order to effectively bridge the gap between God and man? 
 

9. Read 1 Timothy 2:5 and 2 Corinthians 5:18-21. Spend some time discussing how 
Job’s prayers and wishes came true in the gospel of Jesus Christ. So, when was God 
‘nailed down’? 
 



 

Leaders Notes 
1. Of course God is fair. But, by whose standards of fairness? Who gets to say what fair is? The 

problem is that people think God must fit in with what they think is fair. So, someone will say, 

“I’ve had my fair share of suffering!” or “God isn’t treating me fairly!” but both of these 

comments betray the inexcusable thinking that what I think is fair is really fair. Bildad needs to 

humble himself and realise that God is fair but, according to God’s standards, not ours. 

2. This is the very widespread religious idea (and ancient idea according to v8-10) that to serve 

God means material blessing in this life. 

3. Bildad’s ‘god’ is predictable – he will bless you materially if you do good; he is tame – you can 

get him to do what you want him to do; and he is easily impressed - you can be good enough so 

that you earn reward from him. 

4. Its all very well to say that ‘God is fair and will give us what we deserve’ but as Job points out, 

who is in the right before God? No one is righteous before God. Of course there are people who 

are very right in our eyes. But God’s eyes are infinitely purer than ours. 

5. This is the inevitable conclusion of Job’s argument and in fact the whole Bible. God is fair and 

just to send every human being to Hell. The only reason He doesn’t is because Jesus 

experienced Hell in our place, for us. 

6. When we look at life and the good things that happen to bad people and the bad things that 

happen to good people like Job, we can be tempted to think God is capricious and arbitrary and 

even plain unfair. But of course this is because it is impossible for our little minds to see the 

whole picture. We only see part of the picture. God sees everything, and not just everything, 

but all of time. Without eternity nothing in this life makes too much sense. 

7. It is striking that Job’s number one desire is not healing, nor answers, nor prosperity. The ‘thing’ 

Job wants more than anything else is God Himself. Job wants to get close to God. He wants to 

know why God isn’t favourable to him. Job isn’t concerned with stuff or what God can give him, 

Job wants God Himself. 

8. Job needs an Arbiter because he realises the gap between God and man is infinite. The only 

Arbiter who would be able to do this would be someone who is fully God and fully man. Do you 

know anyone like this? Do you know anyone in history (and there was only one) who claimed to 

be fully God and fully man? 

9. Up the Growth Group. But this is where the Growth Group practices explaining the glorious 

gospel to each other. In Jesus, we find God and His love, forgiveness, grace and mercy. In Jesus, 

God finds us, sinners who have been washed clean and made righteous. It all comes together in 

Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 1:10, God’s plan was always to unite all things together in Christ!!!!!!) 


