
 
Growth Group Discussion Questions 

3. Eliphaz: serve God and get your best life now 

Read Job 3:10-26 

 
1. Job’s suffering is intense. Its acute because it is also inexplicable. Job has no idea why he is 

suffering. His friends have sat down with him speechless (2:11-13). If only they stayed that way! Job 
begins by cursing his birthday. Glancing over chapter 3 what are some of the ‘Why’ questions Job 
asks? Why or why not, do you think the book of Job is relevant for life today? 

 
2.  “Your suffering will expose your theology.” Discuss what you think of this statement. 

 
Eliphaz – a very modern solution. 

3. According to 4:6-8, who suffers and who doesn’t, according to Eliphaz? How does what we know 
from Job 1 and 2 contradict Eliphaz.  

 
4. Look closely at 4:8 and 5:2. Where did Eliphaz get his theology from? Discuss whether you think 

this is a reliable source of good understanding about God, suffering and the way the world 
works? 
 

5. Read 4:12-16. What is the other foundation for Eliphaz’ understanding about God and suffering? 
Discuss whether you think it’s a reliable foundation for truth? 

 
6. Looking over 4:17-21, is there any similarity between what the spirit says to Eliphaz and what 

Satan the Accuser says? Are they right? 
 

7. Read 5:17-27. So, what is Eliphaz’ solution to suffering? Compare what he says to Job 1:9-11 and 
evaluate Eliphaz’ answer. 
 

8. Go back to 4:7. How does the gospel of Jesus Christ contradict Eliphaz’ thinking? 
 

9. So what advice would you give to Job at this point? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Leaders Notes 
1. The world changes. But isn’t it amazing how the fundamental ‘hurt’ of life under the sun 

remains exactly the same? You could never hope to explain the workings of a mobile phone to 

Job. But, if you spoke to him about teenage suicide and depression in Perth today, he would 

totally understand. This is what makes Job (and the whole Bible) so relevant today. It’s a bit sad 

when some misguided Christians try and make the Bible speak scientifically. It doesn’t. It speaks 

much deeper and much more accurate about human nature than we can even grasp. 

2. All believers have a ‘theology’ – that is – all believers have a framework or system or coherent 

idea about God, good, bad, evil, the world, the way things should be etc. And everyone lives 

happily with this framework. But when suffering comes, our frameworks are jostled. Suddenly 

we find ourselves not sure about things as we thought we were. Those who have a good 

framework, a biblical framework are prepared to go through suffering. Those who have a poor 

framework that isn’t thoroughly biblical will really struggle through suffering. On the other 

hand, the comfort is that suffering can be a great time to fix a poor theology. 

3. Eliphaz’ theology is simple. If you are innocent and godly you won’t suffer. Those who do evil, 

they suffer. Good things happen to good people and bad things happen to bad people. Simple. 

We know from Job 1 and 2 that Job is innocent. This contradicts Eliphaz. Bad things are 

happening to a very good person! 

4. Eliphaz gets his theology from experience and observation. This is an excellent way to gather 

scientific information. Science is built on observation. But there is a whole world that can’t be 

observed. Eliphaz didn’t see when God prompted Satan to test Job. Building theology on 

observation is precarious. 

5. Eliphaz claims that he had a personal revelation from a spirit (angel?). There is no reason to 

think he is lying. The problem is that who can trust what spirits say? It is an unreliable source of 

theology and truth. Even where there are elements of truth.  

6. Interestingly, both the spirit and the Accuser say that every one is guilty. No one is right before 

God. And in this they are both correct. Satan often tells the truth. The problem is that he speaks 

in half-truths. True, no one is righteous before God. But, we know it doesn’t end there. God can 

make people righteous… another wonderful subject for another day! Remember the central 

teaching of the book of Romans? 

7. Its simple. Serve God and you won’t suffer. In essence, Eliphaz is saying to Job, serve God and 

you will get health, wealth and prosperity. This is exactly the kind of faith that Satan said Job 

had. This was the whole point of the suffering! The prosperity gospel is Satanic and it produces 

people who don’t love God but only love Him for the stuff He gives them. 

8. First, get the Growth Group members to explain the gospel. The whole gospel is premised upon 

the innocent Jesus suffering immensely. And dying! It is through innocent suffering that God 

redeems the world. Eliphaz’ system can’t contain the gospel. Remember, we haven’t got there 

yet in the book of Job. The gospel is going to become clearer and clearer as the book goes on. 

9. Up the Growth Group. But I’m hoping folk will start to speak about Jesus and that the only 

solution to inexplicable suffering is to keep looking at Jesus. To trust God when we don’t have 

the answers because He has sent His only Son to die for us so that suffering will end – forever. 

Its not your best life now, its your best life forever, forever! (Thanks to the innocent suffering of 

Jesus.) 


