
 
Growth Group Discussion Questions 

1. When all Hell breaks loose 

Read Job 1 

Job worshipped God even though he was prosperous 
1. Looking over verse 1-5, how would you describe Job? What do you think Job deserved from life?  

 
2. Discuss a) whether you think people need a world that makes sense and is predictable and b) why 

people need this kind of world. 
 
God enticed Satan to test Job with extreme poverty 

3. “Satan’s role is less about trying to get us to think bad thoughts about God as it is about getting God 
to think bad thoughts about us”. Discuss what you think of this sentence and which role of Satan is 
more obvious in Job chapter 1. 

 
4. Someone who visited our church once said to me, ‘God will never let his children suffer without 

telling them why.” Is this statement true in the light of Job’s experience? 
 
Job worshipped God in spite of losing everything 

5. Can Satan do whatever he wants with us? Can God do whatever He wants with us? 
 

6. “Naked I came into this world and naked I will return – the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away” 
Spend some time discussing this statement. How should this affect our attitude to everything we 
have? Who really has the remote control of our lives? 
 

7. The Muslims also believe God can do whatever He wants. They often say, ‘In shaa Allah’ which kind 
of means, ‘whatever God wills’. Fatalists would say ‘Que sera sera’, ‘what will be will be’. Look 
closely again at verse 21. How is the Christian response to suffering different to this? 
 

8. What is the best way to find out whether you love God for God’s sake only? 
 

9. Spend some time comparing Job and Jesus. In the light of what Jesus Christ did on the cross – 
where is the Satan, the Prosecutor now? Hint: see Colossians 2:13-15 
 

10.In the light of this study and of Jesus Christ, how should we respond to suffering? 
 

 

 



 

Leaders Notes 
1. Job deserved what he got. He had health, wealth and prosperity because he was righteous, 

blameless and he was wise. In fact, other than Jesus, Job is the only truly human being the Bible 

describes as truly blameless. 

2. People need a world that makes sense and is predictable. Of course some people would say 

they don’t need this kind of world, but these are people who still experience the anxiety of 

living in an unpredictable world and often have experienced some unexpected suffering that 

has shocked them into giving up on an ordered and predictable world. The reason people need 

this is it helps us maintain the illusion of being in control. If the machine works, and I can get out 

of life whatever I put in, or what I deserve, this leaves me with the illusion of being in control. If 

I can control the temperature in my car, surely I can control the temperature in my life?  

3. ‘Satan’ means opposer, adversary, accuser, or prosecutor. Think about what the role of the 

prosecutor is. It isn’t to get the accused to condemn the judge but the other way round! God is 

only ever obligated to His own perfection. He must punish evil. We are evil and we have done 

evil. So Satan has an easy role. How on earth do you think God is going to deal with this 

prosecutor who has such a case against us? Er… I think you will figure out the answer to this… 

but it has to do with the prosecutor throwing the book at Someone Else. 

4. Clearly not. Job has no idea about the conversations between God and Satan. What makes 

suffering suffering is precisely because there is sometimes no reason. No one truly ‘suffers’ 

from a hangover. We know why we have it, where we got it from and deep inside we know we 

deserve it. Suffering is when we honestly don’t know why. 

5. There are rules for Satan. There are no rules for God. There are limits and boundaries for Satan. 

There are no limits and no boundaries for God. 

6. Verse 21 doesn’t end with ‘the Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.’ It end with ‘Blessed be 

the name of the Lord.’ This makes the world of difference. Christians are not fatalists or stoics. 

Christians do not bow to blind fate. Christians don’t lamely just surrender to the unpredictable 

suffering that comes our way. Christians don’t just resolutely abandon themselves to whatever 

will be. No, Christians worship God. We adore God. We know beyond all doubt that whatever 

happens, however ugly, is good because God is good. We don’t just resign to His will, we 

actively endorse His will and delight in Him – not suffering, but the God who controls suffering 

and everything. Like Job, we say, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ 

7. One of the best ways is to experience unpredictable suffering that just doesn’t make sense. 

8. Real suffering when it is totally ‘unfair’ and when you don’t know what the reason is – that kind 

of suffering will always expose what’s on your heart. 

9. The aim of this question is to get the group to look forward from Job to Jesus. Let them go 

through the chapter and see the remarkable parallels between Job and Jesus. And where is 

Satan now – is he still appearing before God to accuse/prosecute God’s people? No. He has 

been thrown out of court, and has nothing to say. Praise God for Jesus – the Perfect Innocent 

Sufferer. 

10. A summary type question – up to the Growth Group. 


