
 
Growth Group Discussion Questions 

7. Love that will not let go 

Read Isaiah 54:1-10 

1. As an introduction to this study, discuss the differences between a contract (which people are 
familiar with) and a covenant (which our society has lost sight of). Would you rather God signed a 
contract with you or entered into a covenant with you? 

 
2. Following on from question 1 read Genesis 17:1-8 

a. Who initiates the covenant between God and Abraham? 
b. In essence what does God promise to do for Abraham? 
c. How must Abraham express his loyal love to God? 
d. Why does God change Abe’s name? 

 
3. As a result of the perfect vicarious suffering of the Servant on behalf of His people in Isaiah 53, how 

is God’s covenant with Abraham fulfilled according to Isaiah 54:1-3? 
 

4. Read Exodus 24:3-8 and Hosea 6:4-7 
a. Who initiates the covenant between God and Israel? 
b. In essence what does God promise to do for Israel? 
c. How must Israel express their faithful loyal love? 

 

5. As a result of the perfect vicarious suffering of the Servant on behalf of His people in Isaiah 53, how 
is God’s covenant with Israel fulfilled according to Isaiah 54:4-8? 

 
6. Read Genesis 9:8-17 

a. Who initiates the covenant between God and Noah (as representative of all the earth)? 
b. In essence what does God promise to do for Noah (as representative of all the earth)? 
c. Why do you think God decides to make this covenant? 

 
7. If God’s righteous anger was satiated after all flesh was destroyed at the flood, it follows that God’s 

righteous anger will have to be propitiated once and for all before He can bless rather than 
condemn. How is God’s covenant with Noah (as representative of all life) fulfilled according to 
Isaiah 54:9-10 and upon what basis? Hint: see Isaiah 53:10-11. 

 
8. Putting it all together – how well do you think 2 Corinthians 1:18-22 summarises the main idea in 

Isaiah 54? Where must we go to reap all the benefits of all God’s promises? 

 
 
 
 



Leaders Notes 
1. Our anti-Christian society has lost sight of the concept of a covenant and most marriages (if you even 

bother to enter into one of those) have been reduced to a contract. A contract is all about the exchange 
of goods and services. Its fundamentally ‘thing’ orientated. It’s about fixing the toilet, or buying a house 
or working so many hours for so much money or partnership with sexual benefits etc. Its all about ‘stuff’. 
A covenant is about persons. Its about heart to heart reciprocal giving. Who cares if you never see the 
guy who you contracted with and was in your house and fixed your toilet? As long as he did a good job 
and as long as you paid him – that’s the end of that. A covenant is not about the job its about the person. 
Performance is everything in a contract. Faithful loyal love is everything in a covenant. Religion is 
contractual. The prosperity gospel is contractual. Biblical Christianity is entirely covenantal. And there 
are other differences such as termination etc. but I’m holding back on writing an essay here… 

2. God’s covenant with Abraham: 
a. God only initiatives the covenant. It is entirely by grace. 
b. Offspring. Lots and lots of them. Even some from other nations – i.e. non-Jewish. 
c. Be perfect. 
d. A covenant always changes your identity because now ‘there are no longer two but one’. A 

covenant brings you into unity with someone else. Once you call yourself a Christian you have a 
brand new identity. You’re not less than you were before, but more. 

3. Up to the GG to go through the verses and see how everything God promised Abraham is fulfilled 
because of the Servant’s work in Isaiah 53. It doesn’t matter if they don’t see everything – the key thing 
is that everyone clearly see echoes of God’s promise to Abraham. 

4. God’s covenant with Israel: 
a. God only initiatives the covenant. It is entirely by grace. He rescued them when they were slaves 

in Egypt. 
b. Relationship. The shorthand for the covenant with Israel is this: “I will be their God and they will 

be my people.” 
c. Be perfect. Obey God’s laws, love Him only. 

5. Up to the GG, but again the aim here is not to go through line for line but simply to get the GG members 
to see how what God promised Israel is fulfilled thanks to the death of the Servant. To grasp the big 
picture here is more important than line for line observation. 

6. God’s covenant with Noah (as representative of all the earth): 
a. God. All covenants are by God’s grace only. 
b. Life. God promises that never again will He destroy ALL living things. In other words, that we will 

no longer all be under His condemnation. 
c. Because without it, we will all die. The fact is, we are all worthy of God’s condemnation. No flesh 

would ever live before God. So God binds Himself not to destroy ALL flesh. Please note, God’s 
anger has not ‘subsided’ as if God has hissy fits and gets over them. Rather, the His anger was 
SATIATED when all flesh was destroyed at the flood. This so strongly points forward to God 
having to do something to deal with His righteous and implacable anger at our sin. Enter, the 
cross of Jesus Christ (Isaiah 53) where Jesus bore that wrath in our place. This is why… next 
question… 

7. The main thing to see in Isaiah 54:9-10 is that no more are we under God’s condemnation but rather 
under His peace, just as He promised Noah. The basis is that God’s wrath was taken by the Servant as we 
are told throughout Isaiah 53. 

8. The main teaching of Isaiah 54 is that every covenant God has made is fulfilled as a result of the work of 
the Servant. The same thing is said in 2 Corinthians 1 except that we now know expressly who that 
Servant is – the Lord Jesus Christ. We must go to Jesus to gain all the benefits of God’s promises. Outside 
of Jesus we will receive nothing but condemnation from God. 

 


